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Westport Reclaims its “Main 
Street,” Annapolis Road
After three years of community effort, 
the rezoning process is complete.
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Before

Aer

Plat:  
Rezoning 
Certain 
Properties 
in the 
Westport 
Area.

Westport’s “Main Street,” 
Annapolis Road.  What was almost 
forgotten is new again.

It has been a long haul, with three 
years of public meetings, commission 
hearings and committee hearings, but 
everyone’s efforts have finally produced 
results. The rezoning of Annapolis Rd 
in Westport went into effect on May 11, 
2011, together with the Annapolis 
Road Urban Renewal Plan (URP). 
Congratulations to the many neighbors 
who were there for every one of 
those hearings, whose resolve and 
endurance was vital to keeping the 
process moving forward. Westport has 
taken its first step toward bringing 
back “Main Street.” 

Now businesses will be able to open 
on Annapolis Rd again; businesses that 
will meet the needs of the community–
a pharmacy, bank, hair salon, coffee 
shop–businesses that will hire from the 
community. Neighbors who live in a new 
mixed-use district may decide to open 
a business in their home. Of course, 
residents living on Annapolis Rd will 
not be required to do anything at all, 
they just have more options now.

A lively business 
district puts more eyes on the street 
making the neighborhood a safer place. 
And as a business district, Annapolis 
Rd may one day become eligible for 
streetscape improvements, additional 
city services, such as daily trash pick-
up, and more.  

Rezoning Annapolis Rd now instead 
of later provides a unique opportunity 
for local businesses to get in early on an 
expanding market. Owners of vacant 
properties also have an expanded market 
that includes office and commercial 
use in addition to residential. And 
neighborhood improvement will 
stimulate yet more neighborhood 
improvement. Revitalization is 
contagious. With the rezoning of 
Annapolis Rd, Westport can start firmly 
on the path toward the sustainable 
community envisioned in the Middle 
Branch Master Plan. 

For details of the new rezoning and 
URP, check out "business revitalization" 
at www.westportpartnerships.org.

Rezoning 
Celebration & Cookout!

Saturday, June 11
12:00 noon - 2:00 pm
2400 Annapolis Road

(opposite the fire dept.)

Join your friends and neighbors 
for a FREE cookout.
In recognition of the 

neighborhood’s hard work and 
commitment, Councilman Ed 
Reisinger is providing the hot 

dogs and hamburgers.

Everyone is Welcome!

mailto:bcrockett@westportpartnerships.org
mailto:bcrockett@westportpartnerships.org
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?llr=gadcltcab&et=1104875673140&s=1&e=001zf-cTfIHuQhPVcT2kmKb72zwS3-hkut1CLFr1Cj42ZLVL-_IlHN1PTpMEk7lh50AJmlAmKGw-dtdNRzHte8ZsEai4pj-e3HhPW1iS1UnUbJD8ezsOAvi38vGf54lrfo65RD_hEhiI-2NmaJuWUPnCw44_5yRKu9zdG3hllklJE1eUCGN-HSrf6ht3CLMhUKejmwTNx7411oMz1FVQpsWrlu5HLffLkX5
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?llr=gadcltcab&et=1104875673140&s=1&e=001zf-cTfIHuQhPVcT2kmKb72zwS3-hkut1CLFr1Cj42ZLVL-_IlHN1PTpMEk7lh50AJmlAmKGw-dtdNRzHte8ZsEai4pj-e3HhPW1iS1UnUbJD8ezsOAvi38vGf54lrfo65RD_hEhiI-2NmaJuWUPnCw44_5yRKu9zdG3hllklJE1eUCGN-HSrf6ht3CLMhUKejmwTNx7411oMz1FVQpsWrlu5HLffLkX5
http://www.westportpartnerships.org
http://www.westportpartnerships.org


New ‘Green’ Careers Program 
Coming to Westport
e Parks & People job skills training program 
targets young adults 17 to 26 years old.

This spring, at the request of the 
Parks & People Foundation, the Abell 
Foundation awarded funding to 
continue cleaning and greening efforts 
in Westport and the Middle Branch. 
The new program will differ from clean 
and green programs of the past; 
rather than working with one full-time 
clean team, the new program will focus 
on training young adults in skills they 
can use to find permanent “green” jobs 
during a 16-week training session. 
There will be 3 sessions over the course 
of a year, with 4 team members and 1 
team leader for each session, (a total 
of 15 positions).

“We are delighted that Abell 
Foundation has agreed to support 
the Parks & People Foundation’s 

Green Career Training Program for 
the next year. It will allow us to 

support residents of Westport and 
other Middle Branch 

neighborhoods with training 
resources and accomplish much 

needed green restoration 
projects.” Jackie Carrera, 

President & CEO, Parks & People 
Foundation

The program will soon be open to

young adults ages 17 to 26. Parks & 
People will be actively recruiting in 
Westport, Cherry Hill and other Middle 
Branch neighborhoods. Participants 
will work 32 hours/week, earning at 
least minimum wage while in the 
program. They must be drug-free (and 
not currently involved in a judicial 
process). Participants who have 
completed the program will be invited 
to attend periodic networking meetings 
for continued support and career 
counseling.

In the meantime, Parks & People 
will continue the BRANCHES program 
in Westport. The after-school program 
(15 hours/week) and 6-week summer 
program (25 hours/week), made up of 
four high school students, an assistant 
leader, and team leader and Westport 
neighbor, Sheron Lambert-Fields (for 
a total of 6 positions), which focuses 
its cleaning and greening efforts at 
Westport-Mt. Winans Homes and the 
Westport neighborhood.  

For more information about the 
program or to learn how you can apply, 
contact Nicole McDaniels at Parks & 
People, 410-448-5663 x 109,   
Nicole.McDaniels@parksandpeople.org. 

BNEC Energy 
Program Reaches 
Out to Westport 
Boys & Girls Club
Aer weeks of energy 
lessons, BNEC is 
throwing a party.

On Friday, June 3rd, the Baltimore 
Neighborhood Energy Challenge (BNEC) 
will be throwing an energy party for 
Westport’s Boys & Girls Club. BNEC 
has been working on energy lessons 
with the kids with the goal that they 
will know why and how they can save 
energy every day and that they will 
bring that knowledge home. Their 
understanding of energy saving behavior 
will be reinforced and rewarded at the 
energy party. BNEC Energy Captains are 
helping to organize this celebration for 
the kids, which will include food, fun 
and prizes. Thanks to the Boys & Girls 
Club
for hosting 
the party, 
and to the 
Energy 
Captains for 
helping 
organize.

This is just one of several ways that 
BNEC is helping the Westport community 
become more energy efficient, saving 
neighbors money and helping the city 
become more sustainable. BNEC has 
been doing outreach in Westport, going 
door to door and speaking at neighborhood 
meetings, asking residents to take an 
energy savings pledge. Those who take 
the pledge receive a FREE pledge kit 
with energy-saving tools and resources -- 
CFL bulb, draft stoppers, energy savers 
booklet, and more. BNEC Captains can 
also talk to neighbors about easy and 
cheap steps that can be taken to save, 
and will connect neighbors with other 
free or inexpensive programs that will 
help them take the next step. 

For more information or to sign up, 
contact Tom Caponiti, 443-447-6728, or 
tom.caponiti@baltimoreenergychallenge.
org.  

!

page 2www.westportpartnerships.org                                                                                                                                                                                                       

A New Mural on Annapolis Road
e northern gateway gets a refresher.

Through the Baltimore Mural 
program presented by the Baltimore 
Office of Promotion & Arts (BOPA), 
Westport has the opportunity to 
refresh the old faded and graffitied 
mural on the side of the building 
at 2009 Annapolis Rd. Working with 
Maryland Institute College of Art 
(MICA), muralist Lyle Kissack proposes 
an image of a mirror kite, (at right), 
soaring high, reflecting Westport with a sense of respect for the past, a 
feeling of energy in the present, and high hopes for the future. Come to the 
WNA meeting on Thursday, June 2nd, at 6:30pm at the Westport Academy, 
2400 Nevada St., to discuss the options.
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Westport Cares
So far, 49 friends and neighbors of 
Westport have donated summer camp  
scholarships to the Boys & Girls Club.

Program Director for the Westport Boys & Girls Club 
Laure Julliard is excited about this year’s summer camp. 
So far, she has received 49 scholarships, (a donation of 
$75/each), for the children in Westport. Each scholarship 
will allow a child to attend summer camp who would 
otherwise not be able to go.  

“I personally want to thank all the neighbors as well 
as the company Polk Audio who contributed to this 

success,”  said Laure Julliard, Program Director
 Camp is from June 27th to August 5th, Monday through 

Friday from 8:30 am to 4 pm for kids ages 5 through 12.  
If you would like to make a $75 scholarship donation 
and send a child to camp, make your check or money order 
payable to “Boys and Girls Club Metropolitan Baltimore” 
in the amount of $75 and mail or drop off to Laure 
Julliard, Program Director, Westport Homes Boys & Girls 
Club, 2343 Norfolk Ave., Baltimore 21230. For more 
info, contact Laure Julliard, ljulliard@bgcmetrobaltimore.org
443-760-1921

Comcast Cares Day was a great success.  Comcast 
representatives were impressed with the community 
contribution and commitment. 

“e garden is growing at great speed and the 
children are enjoying it every day,” says Laure 
Julliard, Program Director, Westport Boys & Girls Club.

Baltimore Rowing Club
Planning a Westport Team
The BRC will work with Westport 
Academy in the 2011-2012 school year.  

Working with Westport Academy and the Westport 
Boys & Girls Club, the Baltimore Rowing Club will offer 
scholarships for Westport Academy 6th-8th graders in a 
new middle school program beginning this fall 2011.
Turner Development Group in conjunction with Honeywell 

and others are 
sponsoring the 
scholarship pro-
gram for qualifying 
teens. The pro-
gram will  begin 
with water safety 
and swimming, 
then full instruc-
tion in rowing at

the Middle Branch Park facility. The sessions will  be 
held after school, several days a week. 

Crew is the ultimate team sport that anyone can learn. 
Any student interested in getting involved, and for that 
matter, any student who would like to spend time on the 
water, stay tuned to www.westportpartnerships.org for 
information on how to sign up in the fall.

http://www.westportpartnerships.org
http://www.westportpartnerships.org
mailto:ljulliard@bgcmetrobaltimore.org
mailto:ljulliard@bgcmetrobaltimore.org
http://www.westportpartnerships.org
http://www.westportpartnerships.org


page 4www.westportpartnerships.org                                                                                                                                                                                                       

A HISTORY OF WESTPORT
Cecile GoldsmithNorma TaylorCharlotte House

School #225
May 18, 1950

A Continuing Series...

  As the town grew there was a good 
deal of talk about lack of fire 
protection.  By that time William Muhl 
was running a coal yard near the site 
of the present power house. The coal 
yard was a gathering place for men of 
the town. And one night when they 
were discussing the fire hazards of 
the town he suggested: Boys, why not 
organize a fire company?

The Westport Volunteer Fire 
Department was organized in 1897. 

Its blue silk parade banner is still 
hanging in the town hall, a yellow 
weatherboard building with a cupola, 
put up in 1898 to house “the machine,” 
a hand-drawn apparatus with 750 
feet of hose. The hall also provided 
a meeting place for the Westport 
Improvement Association and the 
Andrew Jackson Democratic Club later 
on. The present fire engine house 
was built in 1923 on Annapolis Road 
and Indiana Avenue.

In 1893, Mr. Muhl was made a 
county constable, then a special officer 
and a deputy sheriff. The entire 
thirteen district was his bailiwick, 
and traveling it from one end to the 
other by horse and buggy he got to 
know it pretty well. After Westport 
was annexed to Baltimore City he served 
as a bailiff in the People’s Court.

In early times, the only way to 
reach Westport was by horse and 
carriage.  Later on one could come by 
train from Camden Station and get off 
at a small station where the power 
house now stands. The first horse cars 

came as far as Ridgely Street. Later 
the street cars came all the way into 
Westport.

The first Sunday School was held 
by Mrs. Duff in the Baltimore and 
Ohio Railroad Station. Then a baseball 
field was built in Westport and on 
Sunday they ran excursion trains, 
and the Baltimore and Ohio asked the 
people to hold Sunday School some 
other place. Next they meet in Mrs. 
Duff’s mother’s home. They started 
church services with six members.  
The Land Company promised to give 
land for a church, but a number of 
denominations refused to build a 
church until the Methodists decided 
to take over the work. Swindell’s 
Glass Company gave $1,000 to build 
the church and a contractor promised 
to build it for $2,900. Church services 
were then held in a tent until the 
church was finished. The church has 
been remodeled since then. The 
mortgage was just recently burned in 
1950.  
To be continued in the next newsletter...

Westport Baseball Team Plays Again is Year
The Rotary Club of Baltimore City continues their partnership with Westport.

For the second year in a row, the 
Baltimore City Rotary Club is 
generously sponsoring a Westport 
baseball team made up of boys and 
girls between the ages of 11 and 14 
who attend Westport Academy. The 
team plays in the Baltimore Baseball 
League (BBL) organized by Parks & 
People as part of their Hooked on 
Sports program. In addition to learning 
the fundamentals of the game, 
players must maintain a GPA of 3.0 
and have good school attendance to 
stay on the team.  

The BBL is a volunteer program 
that enlists the support of team coaches, 
teachers and parents who want to 
promote healthy lifestyle choices for 
young people. The Westport team is 
lucky to have Coach Chris James 
come back for the second year to 
volunteer for the job. He is clearly 
devoted to making this a positive 
experience for the players and to 
providing opportunities for their 
growth. He also knows a lot about 
baseball.  

The Rotary Club’s sponsorship is 
providing uniforms, equipment and 
supplies, and transportation for team 
members to and from the games. It 
also provides a chance for the kids 
to experience the excitement, 
fulfillment, camaraderie and joy of 
athletic competition and team 
sports. It gives them a positive outlet 
after-school, and will help them build 
character, learn teamwork, and 
become better students and better 
neighbors. And so far this season, 
the Westport team is undefeated!

Because this is the team’s second 
year, Parks & People Foundation 
added Westport’s Florence Cummings 
Field to their park permit application, 
and that put it on top of the list of 
city baseball diamonds to receive 
upgrading and maintenance this spring.  
A delivery of baseball diamond dirt 
mix was just delivered to build up the 
field after the spring rains.

Special thanks to the Rotary Club 
of Baltimore City for their continued 
partnership with the families of 
Westport.
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Community Meeting
Everybody is Welcome!

This will be the last meeting for the summer!

Westport Neighborhood Association
is holding its

June Meeting

THIS Thursday
June 2nd

refreshments at 6:00pm
meeting begins at 6:30
Westport Academy
2401 Nevada Street

On the agenda:
✤ Marisol Lopez, Public Art Administrator, BOPA 
(Baltimore Office of Promotions & the Arts), will talk about 
the public art portion of the designs for the soon-to-be- 
rehabbed Waterview Ave Bridge and Annapolis Rd Bridge. 

✤ Felecia Irick, Principal, Westport Academy, will talk 
about the last days of school and ways to keep your child 
learning over the summer.

✤ Tom Caponiti, BNEC, our amazing AmeriCorp volunteer, is 
winding up his time in Westport. He will talk about the 
program’s success in Westport to date and the upcoming 
Energy Party at the Westport Boys & Girl Club.

✤ Bonnie Crockett, Director, Westport Community 
Partnerships, will talk about the rezoning of Annapolis Rd 
and the Rezoning Party, the proposed mural at the northern 
gateway of Westport, and more. 

✤ Keisha Allen, WNA President, will talk about the latest 
neighborhood news and about how you can help the WNA 
over the summer.

✤ Open Forum.  As always, we want to hear your ideas!

Don’t be out of the loop!
Join us and bring your neighbors.

Take part in the changes coming to Westport!
If you need a ride, call Keisha Allen at 443-995-0814.

Westport 
Block Party
Saturday

September 17th 

Save the Date!

WNA is on Facebook and now on Twitter.
Please “Like” and “Follow” the WNA.  

Facebook: Westport Neighborhood Association
Twitter: @Westport21230

WNA Awarded 
Neighborhood Grant
A Neighborhood Mobilization Grant 
will make the Westport Block Party 
something special.

The announcement is still preliminary, (no dollar figure 
has been confirmed), but the WNA has received word 
that it was awarded a Neighborhood Mobilization Grant 
from the Baltimore Community Foundation (BCF). The grant 
will be used to make this year’s neighborhood fair something 
truly special. 

Special thanks to all of the friends and 
neighbors of Westport who joined the WNA for 
the BCF site visit in April.  That show of support 

was a vital factor in the WNA’s success.  
As Saturday, September 17th, the date of the event, nears, 

neighbors will be needed to set up flea market tables, bake 
cakes for the bake sale table, construct kids’ festival games, 
etc. On the day of the event, neighborhood volunteers will 
be needed to help run festival booths, grill hamburgers, and 
stand watch at the Moon Bounce. If you would like to be a part 
of the team organizing the Block Party, contact WNA 
President Keisha Allen at kdja75@aol.com or 443-995-0874. 
Your contribution will help support the neighborhood and 
it’s fun.

Westport Academy Families,

Here are a few important reminders:

• The last day of school for students is 
Friday, June 17th. Students will be 
dismissed at 12:15 p.m. on Thursday, 
June 16th and Friday, June 17th. 

• Look to receive invitations to the 
upcoming closing ceremonies. 

• Summer learning will run from July 
5th-July 29th. Applications are being 
accepted until June 29th. 

• In order to prevent summer reading  
loss students should read for at least 30 
minutes a day. Please plan trips to the 
local library to pick books that interest 
your child.

Please have a safe and enjoyable summer!

 Felecia M. Irick
Principal
Westport Academy #225
410.396.3396

A Note from the Principal...
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